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The Fish & Wildlife Board held a meeting on Wednesday, August 18, 2010, in the Chapel conference room at 

the State Office Complex in Waterbury, Vermont. 

 

Attendees: 

 

Board Members:  Brian Ames, Chair; Ed Gallo, Vice Chair; Steve Adams, Pete Allard, Jeremy Baker, Gary 

Gibbs, Craig O. Lantagne, John Roy, Jeffrey Salvador, Bob Shannon, and Grant Spates. 

 

Absent:  Walt Driscoll, Cyndy Jones, and R. Keith Armstrong. 

 

Fish & Wildlife Department Employees:  Commissioner Wayne Laroche, David Englander (legal counsel), 

Col. David LeCours (Director, Law Enforcement Division), Tom Decker, (Chief of Operations), Mark Scott, 

(Director of Wildlife), Bill Crenshaw (wildlife biologist), Paul Hamelin (wildlife biologist), and Cathy Merrill 

(executive staff assistant). 

 

Chair Ames called the meeting to order at 5:03 p.m. 

 

New Board Member 

 

Chair Ames welcomed newly-appointed Board member, Steve Adams, who replaces Wayne Barrows and will 

represent Windsor County.  Mr. Adams gave a brief background on himself. 

 

Vote:  July 21, 2010 Minutes 

 

Mr. Gallo made a motion to accept the minutes, which was seconded by Mr. Roy.  The vote was unanimous to 

accept the minutes as written. 

 

Vote:  August 4, 2010 Minutes 

 

Mr. Gallo made a motion to accept the minutes, which was seconded by Mr. Allard.  The vote was unanimous 

to accept the minutes as written. 

 

Vote:  2010 Waterfowl Seasons 
 

Mark Scott thanked the Board members for their attendance at the recent waterfowl meetings held in New 

York and Vermont.  Mr. Scott then introduced Bill Crenshaw, wildlife biologist for the Department, who gave 

the Board an overview of the proposed 2010 migratory bird hunting season dates, including those for 

waterfowl, snipe, and woodcock.  The hunting season dates, bag limits and regulations are set annually within 

a framework established by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service in coordination with New York and New 

Hampshire.  Mr. Crenshaw mentioned there was little opposition (only a few in opposition at the Vermont 

meeting) to the 2010 duck hunting season recommendations.   

 

The Department’s recommendations are as follows: 

 

• September Canada goose season (September 7 – 25); daily bag limit of five, except in the Lake 

Champlain Zone north of Route 125 in Addison County, where the limit will be two per day. 
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• Second Canada goose season (October 20 – December 3 for Lake Champlain and Interior Vermont 

Zones, with a daily bag limit of three; and October 5 – November 7, November 24 – December 19 in 

the Connecticut River Zone, with a daily bag limit of two).   

 

• Youth waterfowl hunting weekend (September 25 – 26); no recommended changes to the regulation. 

 

• Woodcock/snipe hunting season (October 9 – November 5 and November 8 – 9) with a three-bird bag 

limit.   

 

• Duck season would open on October 6 in the Lake Champlain and Interior Vermont Zones, and on 

October 5 in the Connecticut River Zone.  The Lake Champlain Zone has a split season (October 6-10; 

October 23-December 16); the Interior Vermont Zone is a straight season (October 6-December 4); 

and the Connecticut River Zone is a split season (October 5 – November 7 and November 24-

December 19). 

 

The Department is recommending a split brant season to accommodate New York state hunters.  Only New 

York hunters can use electronic calls to hunt snow geese when other waterfowl seasons are closed; Mr. 

Crenshaw said next year the Board might want to consider allowing electronic calls for snow geese in 

Vermont.  

 

Mr. Crenshaw said there were no recommended changes to the falconry regulations. 

 

Mr. Baker made a motion to accept all the recommendations, which was seconded by Mr. Roy. 

 

The vote was unanimous in favor of the Department’s recommended seasons. 

 

Presentation:  Habitat Update -- Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs) and Private Lands 

 

Mr. Scott introduced Paul Hamelin who gave a presentation on habitat management and the administration of 

WMAs for wildlife-based recreation, hunting, fishing, and trapping.  Mr. Hamelin distributed the 

Department’s 2010 “Wildlife Management Area Report.”  

 

Also discussed were the WHIP (wildlife habitat improvement) and LIP (USFWS landowner incentive grant) 

programs. 

 

Significance of Youth Hunting 

 

Mark Scott led a discussion on the significance of youth hunting in Vermont.  Act 122, Section 6 of the most 

recent legislative session requires the Fish & Wildlife Board to submit a report to the House Fish & Wildlife 

and Water Resources Committee and the Senate Natural Resources and Energy Committee by January 15, 

2011 with a recommendation on whether youth hunters should be limited to one deer before turning 16 years 

old.      

 

Mr. Scott distributed a handout entitled “Highlights from the Vermont Youth Hunting Study” that outlines the 

findings of a study conducted on behalf of the Department in 2007 by Responsive Management, an internally-

recognized natural resource survey firm; a single page (p.286) from Responsive Management’s Big Game 

Survey done in 2007 that summarizes thoughts of deer hunters on youths participating in more than one youth 

deer weekend if they previously harvested a deer; and a compilation of comments on youth hunts from the 

annual March public deer meetings. 
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Chair Ames said it would be useful if the Department could provide the Board with the number of youths who 

were successful two years in a row.  Mr. Scott said he thought the Department would be able to provide that 

information. 

 

Mr. Shannon recommended the Board send a letter of support for the continuation of the existing seasons and 

cite the reasons for the support.  Mr. Englander reminded the Board that it only has the authority to change the 

bag limits within a season, not to change the seasons.     

 

Col. LeCours said there were very few enforcement issues during youth season.   

 

A straw vote was taken by the Board members on whether to allow youth hunters to harvest a deer if they were 

successful in the previous year.  The Board members were unanimous in their support of allowing youth 

hunters to harvest more than one deer before they turn 16 years of age. 

 

Chair Ames said he would draft a response to the Legislature and send it to the Board members prior to the 

January 15, 2011 deadline, which would give Board members a chance to add items if they wanted.   

 

Roundtable 

 

Green River Reservoir:  Mr. Shannon said he heard a concern regarding the Green River Reservoir, where a 

license holder had to pay to use the Reservoir.  Mr. Decker said the Green River Reservoir is under the 

jurisdiction of the Department of Forests, Parks & Recreation, and FPR recently increased the fees it charges 

for public parks.  Mr. Decker will check further on the issue and respond to Mr. Shannon.   

 

Rulemaking:  There was some discussion about the requirement for the Board to take a first vote prior to 

getting public input.  Mr. Englander said that information could be acquired prior to the first vote, which is 

what the Department did regarding the archery moose season; however, a first vote is always required to 

initiate the rulemaking process. 

 

Age Requirements:  It was questioned why there was a difference in the license age requirement for youths 

between fishing and hunting.  The age requirement for a hunting or waterfowl hunting license is 16 and older; 

fishing is under the age of 15.  This has been a long-standing statutory difference. 

 

Bear:  There was discussion about the bear population and whether the bear season should be extended.  Mr. 

Decker said the previous ten-year big game management plan called to increase the bear population (which has 

occurred).  The recently-adopted ten-year big game management plan calls to stabilize the population (which 

may mean revising/expanding the bear hunting season). 

 

LCAR:  Chair Ames attended a meeting of the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules (LCAR) at 

LCAR’s request to defend the Board’s handling of the proposed archery moose hunting season.  The deer rule 

recently passed by the Board was also being considered by LCAR at the meeting, and LCAR was “extremely 

surprised” that the Department did not receive any public comment on the rule.   

 

Mr. Gibbs made a motion to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Mr. Allard.  The meeting adjourned 

at 7:40 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

/s/cpm 

 

Catherine Pirie Merrill 

Executive Staff Assistant, FWD 


